
This school of Hindu thought teaches that it is possible to be Christian and 
Hindu, Muslim and Hindu, and any other religion and still be a Hindu. 
 
 
Do you think it’s possible to be a Christian and a Hindu? Or a Christian 
and a Muslim? 
 
 
 

Ghandi and Jesus 
Some Hindu’s believe that Jesus is a divine reincarnation of Vishnu and 
therefore can worship him. But they can’t accept Jesus as the only Son of 
God. 
 
Probably the most famous Hindu is Mahatma Ghandi and the question     
always comes up, Ghandi was a good guy, is he in heaven? Have a think 
about these questions and you decide. 
 
 
Ghandi believed in God, but he wasn’t so sure about Jesus. He believed that 
if Jesus was the incarnate Son of God, then we all could be. 
 
What do you think of this idea? Do you think we can all be gods one 
day? 
 

 
Ghandi also didn’t see any point in Jesus’ death on the cross. 
 
How important is Jesus’ death on the cross? 1 Cor. 15:13-14 
 
 
 
But Ghandi struggled with the problem of sin. He was aware that he sinned 
and that because he couldn’t follow the Dharma, he was distant from God 
and this was torture for his soul. 
 
What would be the Christian answer to Ghandi’s dilemma?  
 
 
 

Hinduism can be kind of hard to pin down exactly what it’s all 
about. We’ve tried to keep it simple for you, but you better get 
comfy because this is a little complex. 
 
Hinduism basically represent a whole bunch of different religious 
faiths that have changed and evolved mostly around the Indian sub
-continent. They don’t have a universal belief system. In fact some 
people argue that  because there are so many differences in Hindu 
faith, each individual branch is actually a separate religion. 
 
What does that mean?  
 
Think about it like this: What are 5 things that Christians, no  
matter what denomination, believe are important? 
 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

 

However if you asked a group of Hindu’s the same question, you 
wouldn’t get a clear answer! 
 
In fact Hindus don’t normally call themselves Hindus. Hinduism is 
the name imposed from outside Hinduism to describe the variety of 
religious traditions that exist in and around India. Instead a Hindu 
would normally call themselves a devotee of Krishna, or Shiva, or 
Vishnu... 



Some Hindu’s would even say that Hinduism isn’t so much a faith, but more 
a way of life. 
 
Some Hindu’s are atheists (huh?!), some are agnostic, most are polytheistic 
(many gods), and some are monotheistic (there is only one god) 
 
Most Hindu’s believe in reincarnation. But some don’t. 
 
Some Hindu’s believe you have to be born a Hindu. Other Hindu’s believe 
you can become a Hindu (by practising Dharma) 
 
There are (reportedly) over 300 million Hindu gods and goddesses (or there 
might not be any!). No wonder it’s a complicated religion! 
 
In saying all that there are a few common themes: 
What do Hindu’s believe... prepare to be confused! 
 

 Dharma (ethics/duties) - How Hindu’s live, the practices they follow. 

 Samsāra (The continuing cycle of birth, life, death and rebirth) 

 Karma (action and subsequent reaction) – what goes around comes 

around 

 Moksha (liberation from samsara), and becoming one with Brahma 

 Yogas (paths or practices). There are lots of paths, depending on 

where you want to go. The different Yoga’s help you to live a life of 

Dharma  

 
What do you think about the idea that we need to do certain practices 
to attain salvation? (later on we’ll see what Ghandi thought of this) 
 
 
 
How do Christians attain salvation? Take a look at Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
 
 
The world as we know it is only temporary and has no real meaning. What is 
truly important is the realm that exists beyond this world which is called the 
brahmanatman. 
 
Everything that lives or breathes (including animals!) has a soul and the goal 
of the soul is to become part of the supreme soul, which is called paramat-
man. Each individual atman is trying to become part of the  paramatman. 

The only way to get there is through a series of reincarnation. An individual 
atman might start life as a worm, and through death and re-birth work its way 
higher through the order of things and then through the caste system that 
exists in India. You get ‘promoted’ by following and understanding Dharma. 
 
After enough rebirths and reincarnations, the soul is released and escapes 
the endless cycle and can be joined with the paramatman. There, the soul 
has lost its identity, and you graduate into the infinity. This is called nirvana. 
 
Unfortunately, according to classical Hinduism, it’s very difficult to change 
what caste (or class) you’re in. At the bottom of the caste system are the 
Dalits, or “Untouchables”. In many cases Dalits aren’t considered worthy of 
educating and they’re often not allowed to participate in religious activities. 
They also tend to have the jobs that no-one else wants, and there is a lot of 
discrimination against them. Dalits find it difficult to escape their caste      
system, no matter how faithful they are, or how many reincarnations they go 
through. The reason why they are Dalits? They  deserve to be! (think Karma) 
Hence, there isn’t always shown a whole lot of sympathy towards them. 
 
What do you think of the idea of reincarnation? 
 
 
 
What do you think the bible has to say about reincarnation? (take a 
look at Hebrews 9:27 and 2 Cor. 5:8) 
 
 
 
What is so bad about Karma, and why is the bible opposed to it? 
 
 
 

What do Hindu’s think about Christianity? 
Some Hindu’s think that Jesus was just one of the many reincarnations of 
the creator-god Brahman. Some Hindu’s believe that the most reincarnation 
of Brahaman was Sri Ramakrishna who died in 1886. He taught that ‘many 
faiths are but different paths all lead to the one reality, God.’ 
 
 
What do you think about this idea that many faiths can lead to God? 
 
 
Have a read of John 14:6. What do you think? 
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